
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER #2 

August - September 2009 
 

The campaign team is back from its second annual partner meeting held in Lisbon. We are now 

looking forward to 25 November and finalizing the campaign strategy which will be launched in 

February/March 2010. In this newsletter, you will find updates from the campaign team and 

partner organisations. Happy reading! 

 

  EU INSTITUTIONS   

 

European Parliament 

After discussions with MEPs and NGOs working at EU level, the campaign team has decided that 

instead of the intergroup, an informal mailing list will be used to keep the committed MEPs 

updated on the campaign. The campaign team will request MEPs to ask questions before the 

appointment of the new EU Commissioners. We will also use the already established Intergroup 

on Population and Development to gather support from MEPs on the issue of FGM. 

 

EU Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Christine went to Vienna for a meeting with Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) on multiple 

discrimination in healthcare. It was an interesting meeting in terms of discussing the 

methodological aspects and considering the practical outcomes of such project. It was also a 

good opportunity to connect with allies (such as the African Women's Network, EuroHealth, 

European Women's lobby) and with the staff of the FRA.  

 

 ADVOCACY UPDATE 

Katja held meetings with UNICEF, UNHCR, relevant EU Commission officials and international 

NGOs to inform them about the campaign and identify key allies in advance of the launch of the 

strategy. 

 

 MEDIA and COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Campaign Website 

The website was launched on 8 September 2009 and it was well received by all. An interactive 

map of Europe as well as space for partners will be developed for the website. 
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 We request all organisations to add a link to the website www.endfgm.eu on your 

websites. This will improve the listing of the website on Google and make it easier to find 

the website. 

 

Media Hits 

 APF and Amnesty International Portugal issued a press release on the day of the meeting 

of the partners and campaign team in Lisbon. The state press agency covered this 

meeting. 

 The Irish Times Migration Correspondent Ruádhan MacCormaic who wrote the feature 

piece on Ifrah Ahmed and interviewed Sioban O’Brien Green (AkiDwA – Ireland) was 

awarded the Journalist’s Award for Diversity and Against Discrimination by the European 

Commission for this article! Congratulations to Ifrah, Sioban and Ruádhan!  

 The website launch was covered by a few online news services including EU Chronicle. In 

the print media, the Irish Medical Times provided brief coverage. 

 If you get media coverage on the END FGM campaign, please send the link to the article 

or summary of the interview to the campaign team. 

 

 EVENTS 

Second Annual Partner Meeting: Lisbon  

On the first day of the partner meeting, Katja explained the possible areas for the 

campaign strategy. This was followed by group discussions among partners regarding the 

priority areas and the issues that the strategy should focus on. The groups agreed on most 

aspects of the strategy. In the second half of the day, Christine went through the process 

of the development of the strategy and the tasks in advance of the launch of the strategy. 

On the second day, strong voices joined the partners for media training which was 

delivered by Joana Gomes- Cardoso (AI EU Office). The training topics included how to 

develop media contact lists, write press releases and an afternoon of mock interviews.   

Thank you to APF and Amnesty International Portugal for organizing the two days!  

Photos sent by: 

Elisabeth Cencig, Fana 

Habteab and Nadja 

Dumann 

http://www.endfgm.eu/
http://www.endfgm.eu/en/news-and-events/news/media-hits/i-just-want-children-to-be-safe/
http://www.euchronicle.eu/new-hope-girls-and-women
http://www.imt.ie/news/2009/09/website_launched_to_end_female.html


END FGM European Campaign  
Newsletter #2 

Page 3 of 6 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 5 November 2009: Funder of END FGM campaign arrives in Brussels to meet the 

campaign team 

 12 November 2009: END FGM campaign team to meet anti-FGM campaigners from 

Amnesty International Sierra Leone and the Stop Violence against Women team in 

London.  

 On 15 November, a conference is being hosted by Somali Women Organization in 

Denmark (IFTIIN) run by Ambara Hashi-Nur; information on the END FGM campaign will 

be provided. 

 25 November 2009 - International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women: 

The Dutch and French governments are hosting an international conference ‘Uniting 

Europe and Africa to fight FGM/C’ in The Hague on 25 November. If you have not yet 

received invitations from your governments and wish to attend it, please send your name 

to the campaign team. 

 As agreed earlier, in advance of the conference on 25 November, partners would send 

letters to their relevant government ministries urging them to follow up on the calls made 

by the European Parliament to Member States.  The campaign team will send a template 

letter to partners in advance. This will be followed by a press release that all partners 

shall send to national media on 24 November. (It will also be sent earlier to partners so 

that they can translate and adapt to local context). 

 

 NEWS FROM PARTNERS 

 

 
 

Valentina Fanelli - Italy 

AIDOS’ project to prevent FGM in Italy is coming to an end. They are now finalizing the last 
materials that will be produced for sensitization and training. They will then make an assessment 
of the outcomes achieved and good practices and will translate it in English to share it with 
everyone. 
 
 

 
 
Sioban O’Brien Green - Ireland 
AkiDwA met with Ifrah Ahmed, the Strong Voice for Ireland to inform her about the campaign 

and the role of strong voices.  
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AkiDwA corresponded with Ireland’s Minister for Health and Children on need for FGM legislation 

in Ireland. They also followed up with Office of Jim Higgins MEP and Minister for Justice, 

Equality and Law Reform.  

AkiDwA will issue a press release on 25 November on the occasion of the first anniversary of the 

launch of the National Action Plan. 

 

 

 

 

Elisabeth Cencig - Austria 

On the occasion of the release of the movie, Desert Flower, based on Waris Dirie’s life, Elisabeth 

has found an opportunity to speak about her organisation and the END FGM campaign to a 

cinema audience. The cinema owner is funding the printing of leaflets which will contain 

information on the campaign. Elisabeth is trying to get some media coverage from the lottery of 

free tickets for the opening night. 

 

 

Fana Habteab- Sweden 

Fana held a meeting with AI Sweden to plan for a seminar they are jointly organising on FGM for 

25 November. At a lecture in a school for nursing, FGM and the campaign were discussed. Fana 

also met with local organisations as well as UNICEF in Sweden.  

The Culture Night in Uppsala was used to raise public awareness on FGM through a poetry 

reading session.  

 

Isabelle Gillette-Faye – France 

GAMS presented the END FGM European Campaign in front of Madame Morano, the recently 
appointed Secretary of State for Equality for Women in France, and members of Superior Council 
of Information on Sexuality.  
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GAMS is working on a research under DAPHNE on harmful traditional practices. Isabelle will be 
sending questionnaires as part of this research to all partners shortly. 
 
INED (French National Institute for Demographic Studies) is doing a study on FGM and 
Disability. GAMS France has informed them of the END FGM campaign and of the partners. 
INED may contact partner organisations for this study. 
 

 

Christina Kaili – Cyprus 

MIGS will organise a movie or documentary screening in Cyprus to raise awareness about FGM 

and the END FGM European Campaign amongst the civil society organisations, politicians, 

NGOs, and other relevant stakeholders. 

MIGS is planning to arrange lobbying meetings with MEPs in order to raise awareness on the 

issue and to encourage them to support the campaign within the framework of the EU 

Parliament. 

 

 

 

Zahra Naleie – Netherlands 

FSAN is looking for strong voices e.g. parliamentarian/ politician, key person or famous person 

from the community, activist etc who can work with the organisation on the campaign. Zahra is 

in touch with Emine Bozkurt MEP and is hoping to arrange a meeting with her. 

FSAN has launched its new website (www.tegenvrouwenbesnijdenis.nl).  

FSAN is planning to hold a conference focusing on FGM and refugees on 10 December 2009, 

Human Rights Day. 

 

 

Batulo Essak – Finland 

END FGM Campaign coordinators in Finland had arranged a few meetings in August with several 

local NGO's from different parts of Finland. The main agenda of the meetings were exchange of 

http://www.tegenvrouwenbesnijdenis.nl/
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ideas and possible cooperation on the fight against FGM in Finland. The local NGO's mainly 

focused on immigrant issues and on integration and empowering African women living in 

Finland. Vantaan also recruited volunteers to work with immigrant communities in Finland. 

Vantaan will hold a seminar on 25 November. They are producing t-shirts to raise public 

awareness. 

 STRONG VOICES 

So far, four confident and outspoken individuals have been identified to speak out about their 

personal experiences of FGM. The strong voices attended the media training held in Lisbon. 

Here’s an update on their activities. 

Abdi-Noor Mohamed (Sweden) wrote an article on his experience of meeting like-minded people 

at the media training. His article will soon be available online. To read his poetry, click here. 

Ifrah Ahmed (Ireland) is doing an interview for a journalist writing about FGM in Africa 

(Tanzania) as well as in Ireland.  

Leyla Hussein (UK) will be doing an interview for a freelance journalist who writes for The 

Observer. 

The campaign aims to identify and support strong voices in all EU member states. 

 Partners are requested to identify people from communities who wish to speak out about 

their experiences.  

 

 

 TO DO RECAP FOR PARTNERS: 

- Inform campaign team if you have not received an invitation to the International 

Conference on 25 November. 

- Send best practices in relation to priority areas for the campaign strategy to 

ksvensson@amnesty.ie 

- Add the campaign badge and website link (www.endfgm.eu) to your website (preferably 

on homepage or ‘Links’ page). 

- Send photos or images related to FGM that can be used on the campaign website or in 

strategy documents to phumpal@amnesty.ie. 

- Identify strong voices and inform campaign team of such interested individuals. 

- Please send your monthly report on campaign activities/national developments for 

October to Prerna by 30 October. 

Regards, 

Christine, Katja, Nadja and Prerna 

END FGM European Campaign Team 

http://www.authorsden.com/visit/viewPoetry.asp?AuthorID=12041
mailto:ksvensson@amnesty.ie
http://www.endfgm.eu/
mailto:phumpal@amnesty.ie

