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WHAT IS FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION

FORGED / CHILD MARRIAGE* FGM AS A PREREQUISITE TO F/C MARRIAGE

SOCIAL NORMS & GENDER INEQUALITY
HARMFUL SOCIAL PRACTICES

SHARED SOCIAL FUNCTION
SHARED SOCIAL DRIVERS



>28 0 —98%

More than 28 countries in

Prevalence rates vary from
country to country from 98 %
in Somalia to 2 % in Uganda
and Cameroon.

Africa and several countries
in Asia and the Middle East.

The global dimension of FGM requires the development of transnational
interventions, focused on building bridges between communities living
both in Europe and in affected continents, particularly Africa.

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

FGM affected communities in developing countries have often have
higher priorities than the abandonment of FGM, such as access to health,
education, sanitation, agricultural improvement, and food processing,
among others. It is crucial to incorporate the abandonment of FGM as a
key element in achieving development objectives in these areas.

Many migrant communities affected by FGM maintain strong ties with
their countries of origin, where women and girls are sent to undergo
FGM. This link often impacts the decision of whether or not to perform
FGM. Empowerment of diaspora on communities through their active
participation in designing tailored approaches for combating FGM both in
the EU and the countries of origin is crucial for promoting abandonment

SOCIAL

Practiced in households
at all educational levels
and all social classes.

RELIGION EU

No major religion advocates or

FGM is mostly presentin those
communities originating from
countries affected by FGM.

mandates the practice of FGM.
Despite this, FGM is practiced by
Muslims, Christians, and Animists.

Comprehensive research and data collection on the links
between FGM and F/C Marriage.

e Harmful Practices need to be targeted in an integrated
way, through programmes that take into consideration
the possible links between FGM and F/C Marriage.

Actions aimed at informing women of the harmful ef-
fects of FGM and F/C Marriage should be accompanied
by alternative tools for self-empowerment and the crea-
tion of a safer social environment for girls and women.

take into consideration social and cultural norms and
that involve the whole community in Europe and in the
countries of origin.

Rather than developing programmes focusing exclusive-
ly on the prevention of FGM or F/C Marriage, the most
effective interventions are those that address the aban-
donment of both practices within broader development
policies, programmes and projects.

o Holistic, multi-spectral, long-term interventions that
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CASE STUDY
FROM RAISING AWARENESS TO BEHAVIOUR CHANGE

The behaviour change approach (BCA) is deemed to help individuals and
communities through a series of steps, which build on each other and provide
opportunities to examine behaviour that can result in sustainable changes in the
social norms of a practicing community.

REPLACE - “Pilot toolkit for replacing approaches to ending FGM in the EU:
implementing behaviour change with practicing communities” in the UK and
Netherlands. Funded by the European Commission the project seeks to end
FGM among communities affected by the practice across Europe. It uses a
BCA combined with participatory action research methods to identify particular
behaviours and barriers that can “be changed” to end FGM. It seeks to offer an
alternative to the prevailing approaches that expect individuals to change their
behaviour with a mere focus on raising awareness of the health and legal issues
associated with FGM. In 2011, the project developed a toolkit, which provides
guidelines on how to use the behaviour change methodology with organisations
working on prevention with affected communities. The second part of the
project included the communities living in Portugal, Spain and Italy and a new
toolkit with these experiences will be launched soon.

http://www.replacefgm?2.eu/toolkit/REPLACE-FGM-toolkit.aspx
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